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President’s Message 

 
As I filled out my CAQG membership renewal form recently I thought about how much this guild means to 
me.  I moved to Charlottesville six years ago from Moon Township, PA, where I had lived for just a few 
years.  My friends there were all women I had met through a local quilt club, which met once a week at a 
nearby church.  Before that I lived in Ohio, where I was a member of the Needle Arts Guild of Toledo.  It 
was difficult to leave the friends I had made there, as it was to leave my friends in Pennsylvania.  
 
When my husband and I were preparing to move to Charlottesville I did a Google search for quilt guilds in 
the area and was thrilled to learn there was a chapter of CAQG that meets every Tuesday morning just a 
few minutes’ walk from the house we were moving into.  I could not believe my luck!  When I told my 
husband this exciting news he replied, “Oh yeah, that’s great.”  I don’t think he was listening.  But never 
mind him.  As soon as we had gotten settled in I contacted Ann Robertson from the Tuesday Morning 
chapter.  Ann was very helpful and welcoming, and I went to my first meeting with high hopes that my 
Virginia guild would be a source of new friendships, fun activities and interesting educational 
opportunities.  I was not disappointed.  Don’t tell my friends in Pennsylvania and Ohio, but CAQG is the 
best!  I loved meeting with quilting friends once a week, plus twice a month Moonlighters’ meetings, Spring 
Fest, Fall Fest, Fall Workshop, Mini Workshops, the CAQG Quilt Show, and of course our fabulous January 
Retreat.  Life was good.   
 
Then came 2020 with all its “social distancing” challenges, and our guild rose to the occasion.  Melinda and 
Betty put on an impressive Fall Fest.  Chapters have organized Zoom meetings.  Quilt exhibits are taking 
place.  Bright Star and other charity projects continue to bring satisfaction to our lives.  And we are staying 
connected to each other through our new Facebook group. 
 
I am optimistic that 2021 will bring a return to the life we knew and loved, but thanks to this guild 2020 has 
been a happier time than I would have thought possible.  As we come to the close of the year, I would like 
to wish all my CAQG friends a happy, peaceful holiday season. Thank you for being such a wonderful 
group.  I look forward to seeing all of you next year! 
 
 Moira MacAvoy 
CAQG President 
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CAQG Board, 2020-2022 
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Moira MacAvoy, moiramacavoy@gmail.com 
Vice President/President Elect 
Ginger Mirenda, genevram50@gmail.com 
Secretary 
Margaret Tomasik, mtomasik8@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Elena (Lena) DeLiso, delisoe@gmail.com  
Historian 
Alicia MacWright, macw13@hotmail.com  
Membership 
Kirsten Niemann, kniemann@mac.com 
Newsletter Editor 
Alda Vidrich, lckyladya@earthlink.net 
Quilt Show Chair and Rising Chair 
Linda Boone, lindab00ne@yahoo.com 
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Workshops 
Ginger Mirenda, genevram50@gmail.com 
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Community Quilts 
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Chapter Representatives 
Crozet Quilters 
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Debbie Speilman, 
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is published four times a year following the 
CAQG Board meetings. Submissions 
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Charlottesville Area Quilters Guild 

(CAQG) 
 

The CAQG is an umbrella group serving quilters 
in the area surrounding Charlottesville, Virginia. 
CAQG meets four times yearly on the first 
Sunday of March, June, October and December. 
We sponsor a biennial quilt show and a yearly 
workshop plus special events throughout the 
year. The five chapters of CAQG meet as given 
below. There are currently 160 members and 
membership is open to all. If you have questions 
about membership in CAGQ or would like to join 
the guild contact membership chair Kirsten 
Niemann, kniemann@mac.com or complete the 
membership form found on the new CAQG web 
site, http://caqg.weebly.com, and mail it to the 
address given on the form. 

 
Chapter Meetings 

 
 
Crozet Quilters 
2nd & 4th Monday 10-12 
Tabor Presbyterian Church 
5804 Tabor Street, Crozet. 
 
Moonlighters 
2nd & 4th Wednesday 6:30-8:30 
Community Room, Shops at Stonefield, on Bond 
Street 
 
Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Every Tuesday 10-12 
Aldersgate Methodist Church 
 
Nelson Quilters 
1st & 3rd Monday 7-9pm 
Calvary Baptist Church, Lovingston, VA 
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Chapter News 

 
Crozet Quilters – Adrienne Granitz – The Crozet Chapter has not met since February 2020 but we’ve been 
keeping ourselves busy with our charity work as well as individual projects. The 2020 Quilt of Honor was delivered 
to American Legion Post 74 veteran David Rayners last week. Because of COVID-19 restrictions a member of 
David’s family accepted the quilt for him and hopefully pictures will be forthcoming.  
 
Bright Star Quilts for the next school year. Our Pillowcase Challenge was a success with over 140 pillowcases 
delivered to the Shelter for Help in Emergency. We want to thank all the chapters for participating and helping us 
reach this goal.  
 
Several of our members will have quilts displayed at The Center beginning in January. Barring any additional 
COVID-19 restrictions we should have a wonderful show of our collective works. Staying together as a group has 
been a challenge which we try to bridge with monthly emails with news about our members and e-cards letting 
everyone know that they are missed and that their continued charity work is appreciated. We are hoping for a 
brighter and safer New Year 
 
Moonlighters – Melinda Smith – Moonlighters have continued to meet via Zoom the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
each month.  We had our last Christmas meeting on December 9th and we shared memories from past Christmas 
meetings and Christmas Show and Tell.  Our big task for the fall was organizing and planning our first ever virtual 
Fall Fest.  Thank you to Betty Dietz and the Crozet chapter for their assistance in getting our wonderful speaker 
and workshop leader Penni Domikis of Cabin in the Woods Quilters. Many of us made her Seasons of Scraps 
quilt and it was a lot of fun.  
 
For more fun, Moonlighters will host a virtual Spring Fest planned for the first Saturday in May (May 1, 2021). 
Here are a few things being planned – a new lecture and workshop speaker, a raffle block that everybody can 
participate in, a Christmas ornament exchange, social time, a board meeting time and a Moonlighter’s challenge 
for the entire guild. I hope you will join us so stay tuned for more info coming soon! 
 
Finally, we would like to thank Linda Boone for putting together, with the help of Karen Horridge, a Bright Stars 
Quilt how to guidebook with instructions, simple patterns and photos. Though especially useful for new members, 
it also will be a valuable resource for us all. This guidebook will be sent to CAQG members soon.  
 
Nelson Quilters – Debbie Speilman – The Nelson Quilters have been meeting every 1st and 3rd Monday 
evening of each month since June. We practice social distancing, wearing masks, and our group is always below 
25 in attendance. Nevertheless, we have decided to cancel in person meetings through February. 
 
In October Susan O’Neil asked for fabric donations for Sandra Broog, who makes items for Gleaning for the 
World. Susan brought sample items for us to see. Items included a little dress, a jump rope, a back pack and a 
small bag for sanitary items. Several members donated fabric. In addition, Susan demonstrated how to use a 
corner block to make a bookmark. Doris Delk continues to demonstrate the construction of different blocks. She 
demonstrated the LeMoyne Star block and a V-block. For the V-block, Doris used templates and Mary Anne 
Stevens demonstrated the use of the Deb Tucker V-block ruler. 
 
The quilt made by Nelson Quilters in 2007 to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Nelson County is now 
hanging in the front entrance of our newly renovated county library. 
 
Tuesday Morning – Corinne Conlon – Tuesday AM members are missing our annual holiday party. We have 
shared images of Christmas quilts and ornaments via email and Facebook.  
We continue to work on Bright Stars quilts as well as other unfinished projects. Here's hoping that 2021 will be a 
better year for everyone! I am optimistic that once people receive the vaccine we will be able to meet in person 
again. This will require a BIG celebration!! 
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Bright Star Quilts 

 
All of the 234 quilts distributed at the beginning of this school year are being used during nap time.  Excellent 
job quilters!! And now it is time to be thinking for the next school year.  Hoping we can fulfill the needs of 
every Bright Star class again, but the schools that recently added to our distribution list know that everything 
depends on the number of donated quilts. This is mentioned as there should be no feeling of pressure, only a 
satisfaction of where your project will go. At the present there are approximately 60 quilts completed. January 
and February seem perfect months for quilting, before Spring and the world opens up again. A special thank 
you to Mona, Ron and Shelby for the beautiful quilting you have done on so many of these quilts. 
 
Bright Star quilts are a perfect size to experiment some of your own machine quilting. I have about a dozen 
really cute panels, thanks Janet for your donation. Give me a call and we can arrange a meeting place so I 
can give you labels or a panel. I can also pick up your finished quilt. Susie Porter, Julie Farrell, Anne 
Robertson, Janet Saulsbury, Judy Lasaik and Corinne Conlon can also store quilts, as they are the members 
who deliver the quilts to the schools. 
 
I am in the process of contacting organizations in the area who might have some new preschool books to 
give away. These donations would be especially helpful to members who make more than one quilt. If you 
know of free like new or new preschool books, please let me know. 
 
Karen Horridge 
Community Quilts 
 

 
CAQG Retreat 2021 Update 

 
The January 2021 Retreat at Smith Mountain Lake has been cancelled.  
 
This is a big disappointment; so many of us look forward to this event as one of the highlights of our year! The 
CAQG board and Janet Saulsbury have decided that because of concerns about COVID19 cancelling the 
retreat is the only safe course of action. Janet is exploring the possibility of rescheduling the retreat for April 
22nd - 25th, 2021.  
 
The retreat is a very important part of our CAQG year, and for years Janet has been planning and organizing it 
by herself. She has asked for a volunteer to assist her with some of the tasks involved. If you are willing to help, 
please contact her. You can email her at janetsaulsbury@gmail.com  
January will not be the same without our retreat, but I am optimistic that there will be many more retreats in our 
future  
  
 
Moira MacAvoy 
CAQG President 
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Workshops Update 

 
 

The workshop co-chairs remain optimistic about being able to offer some in-person workshops in 2021. Ginger 
is working diligently to secure a commitment from an inspirational teacher for the Fall 2021 workshops. So many 
of us look forward to the opportunity to learn new skills, complete a project we couldn’t otherwise have tackled, 
and just plain enjoy time with our fellow quilters. It will be so delightful to see everyone again, especially in the 
lively environment of the workshops. We are ready to sign up, pack our materials and supplies, and head to the 
venue as soon as the Fall workshops become a reality!!! If everything goes well, we will be able to schedule 
some in-person mini workshops in 2021 also. 
 
In the meanwhile, there will be a couple of mini workshops that will be done virtually. We will confine ourselves 
to projects for which supplies can be posted well in advance. After a “live” session, we will also be able to post a 
link for those who want to look at the demonstration later. The hope here is to accommodate people who want 
to watch the demonstration before making the commitment to purchase supplies, while also offering a chance 
for questions from those who are working through the project in “real time”. 
 
Zoom workshops are a good option for those with reliable internet, and for certain types of projects that do not 
need a lot of direct interaction with the teacher. By trial and error, we have learned that it’s pretty difficult to 
teach something like complex embroidery stitches via Zoom. But there are some great machine sewing projects 
that can be facilitated through Zoom, and that will be our focus. 
 
Of course, our real hope is in getting the worst of the pandemic troubles behind us and finding a reliable and 
safe way for us to meet again in person. Stay safe and warm this winter. 
 
All our best,  
 
Ginger and Ellen  
 

 
Schedule for Future Fests and Hosts 

 
 
Spring 2021:  Moonlighters (a virtual Fest) 
Fall 2021:  Nelson Quilters and Tuesday Morning Quilters (a collaboration) 
Spring 2022:  Crozet Quilters 
Fall 2022:  Moonlighters 
Spring 2023:  Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Fall 2023:  Nelson Quilters 
Spring 2024  Crozet Quilters 
Fall 2024  Moonlighters 
Spring 2025  Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Fall 2025  Nelson Quilters 
Spring 2026  Crozet Quilters 
Fall 2026  Moonlighters 
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CAQG Exhibit  
 The Center at Belvedere 

 
The guild has, what we hope will be, the first of several opportunities to take advantage of the exhibit space 
at the new Center at Belvedere to display some of our quilts.  From early January through the end of 
February, we will hang 42 quilts by 23 guild members for viewing by visitors to the Center. While this will 
not be a fund-raising opportunity for us (like our biennial quilt show), the cost to us is minimal while the 
publicity for our guild will be a new avenue for us.  The Center hopes our work will provide them publicity, 
as well, so encourage your family and friends to visit the exhibit. 
 
What: Exhibit of 42 quilts by CAQG Members 
 
When: January 4, 2021 to February 26, 2021 
 
Where: The Center at Belvedere, 540 Belvedere Blvd., Charlottesville VA 22901 
 
How: Free parking, no admittance fee; check the website for hours at 
 https://thecentercville.org/belvedere-overview 
 
Linda Boone 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Moonlighters’ CAQG Challenge  
Spring Fest 2021 

 
The Year of…. 

 
While we are looking forward to putting 2020 behind us, it will always be the year of the COVID pandemic. 
There are many other ways to think of years, too…Al Stewart’s classic song, “The Year of the Cat,” Joan 
Didion’s book “The Year of Magical Thinking,” and of course, Chinese Zodiac signs (2021 will be the year 
of the Ox, and most of us can say that we were born in “the year of…”). 
 
For Spring Fest 2021, the Moonlighters’ CAQG Challenge is to create a quilt no larger than 20” x 21” 
inspired by however you envision finishing the phrase “The Year of…”  A PDF containing more information 
and inspiration can be found at http://caqg.weebly.com and will be sent via email to guild members. 
 
We hope many of you will accept the challenge and join us on May 1 for another virtual fest via Zoom. 
More information will be forthcoming in early Spring of 2021. 
 
Melinda Smith 
Moonlighters Rep 
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Virginia Quilt Museum 

 
 

New Exhibit Call for Entries: ‘No Boundaries’ Fabric is not the only thing here! 
 
Harrisonburg, Va.- The Virginia Quilt Museum is opening a call for entries for a new April exhibit. ‘No 
Boundaries’ is a new exhibit set to open on April 17, 2021 and is sponsored by Artistic Artifacts.  
 
Artists are invited to interpret the theme in an original piece of fiber-based artwork. Boundaries may be 
limited by physical, geographical, or even emotional restrictions. Boundaries can keep things in or keep 
things out. This exhibit encourages exploration of the creation of art with 'No Boundaries.' Artwork will be 
considered in any media but MUST contain a minimum of a 25% fiber component or be created using 
fiber techniques, and the work should be accompanied by a brief artist/process statement of up to 150 
words 
 
“We are excited to open up the Virginia Quilt Museum to new forms of fiber art,” says, Susan Farmer, the 
Executive Director of the Virginia Quilt Museum, “No Boundaries will allow artists from across the country 
to showcase their talent in a new and unique way.” 
 
The deadline for entries is March 5, 2021 and artists may submit up to 3 works for $40 ($35 for VQM 
members). One additional work may be submitted for an additional $10. All entries can be submitted 
through the Virginia Quilt Museum website, or through entrythingy.com. For more information regarding 
proposals visit our website: http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org/call-for-entries-1 
 
The museum will close for the season on December 19, 2020 and reopen on February 16, 2021. 
 
For more information about the Virginia Quilt Museum, please visit http://www.vaquiltmuseum.org or 
email Paige Hildebrand at vqm.marketing.coordinator@gmail.com 

Fiber and Stitch Art Collective 
 

Fiber and Stitch Art meets monthly via Zoom on the third Sunday of the month. Contact Jane Fellows if you 
would like more information. (dancingdeer.fellows@gmail.com) 
 
We have had a busy year. Our Van Gogh collection was seen at the Virginia Quilt Museum in the Fall and 
is now hanging at the Piedmont Arts Museum in Martinsville. We presented a show called Impromptu that 
was shown in Charlottesville in the Fall and these quilts will remain up till January. 
 
Several of our members who also are members of the Guild had pieces accepted into a regional SAQA 
show called Imagination. These quilts will be shown, virtually, at a gallery in MD and at MAQF. 
Congratulations go to: Robin Hamill, Janice Walker, Jane Fellows. 
 
Jane Fellows 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


