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President’s Message 

 
 At this time last year we were still adjusting to the realities of living through a pandemic.  Workshops, 
chapter meetings and Spring Fest 2020 were cancelled.  Because shops were closed we ordered supplies 
online or made do with what we had on hand.  But we were anticipating “getting back to normal” in the near 
future.  That did not happen as quickly as we hoped it would. Chapter meetings did not resume, Fall 
Workshop was cancelled and Retreat had to be postponed. 
 
As it became obvious that the pandemic would persist well into 2021 we learned to accept a new 
normal. Without the anchor of the weekly chapter meeting, it was easy to lose track of what day it was.  And 
there were no more lunches out with friends, visits with children and grandchildren, or holiday preparations 
to work on.  All these cancellations did leave us with plenty of free time to work on quilting and sewing 
projects! I considered myself very fortunate to have engaging hobbies with which to occupy myself during 
the months of “lock down.” And thanks to modern technology and the dedication of guild members, we kept 
in touch with each other via Facebook and Zoom. These platforms, however, could not completely replace 
personal contact with friends and family. 
 
Now that the long anticipated “back to normal” seems to be underway, I daresay we all have a new 
appreciation for the social life we once took for granted. I’ll admit that it was convenient to attend virtual 
meetings in the pet-friendly comfort of my own sewing room, but I prefer to exchange news and quilting 
ideas in person. With CAQG chapters holding meetings again, we can show off all those pandemic projects 
we completed over the past year. We can also look forward to the workshops being planned for this 
summer and fall, and to a real live Fall Fest. I hope to see you soon! 
 
Moira MacAvoy 
CAQG President 
 

 

 
Save The Dates 

 
CAQG Winter Quilt Retreat: Thursday, January 13 to Monday, January 17, 2022 at the Skelton 4-H 
Educational Conference Center, Smith Mountain Lake. Complete details coming in early fall. 
 
CAQG Quilt Show: April 9 and 10, 2022. We again will have the Scrappy Quilters Boutique. It is not too 
early to consider making some small handmade items for the Boutique!  Boutique items include fabric/quilted 
items, items related to quilting or donating a fat quarter from your stash. Suggested items for the Boutique 
include fabric; potholders, place mats, mug rugs, table toppers, cards, baby bibs, aprons, cosmetic bags, tote 
bags, dish towels, pin cushions, pillowcases, book markers, and holiday ornaments (we will have a tree to 
display them)  
 
If you have questions, please contact Alicia MacWright at macw13@hotmail.com 
 



  

 
CAQG Board, 2020-2022 

 
President 
Moira MacAvoy, moiramacavoy@gmail.com 
Vice President/President Elect 
Ginger Mirenda, genevram50@gmail.com 
Secretary 
Margaret Tomasik, mtomasik8@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Elena (Lena) DeLiso, delisoe@gmail.com  
Historian 
Alicia MacWright, macw13@hotmail.com  
Membership 
Kirsten Niemann, kniemann@mac.com 
Newsletter Editor 
Alda Vidrich, lckyladya@earthlink.net 
Quilt Show Chair and Rising Chair 
Linda Boone, lindab00ne@yahoo.com 
Betty Dietz, bldquilt@gmail.com 
Workshops 
Ginger Mirenda, genevram50@gmail.com 
Ellen MacAvoy, ellenmacavoy@gmail.com 
Community Quilts 
Karen Horridge, khorridge@comcast.net 
 
Chapter Representatives 
Crozet Quilters 
Adrienne Granitz, rggadg652@comcast.net  
Moonlighters 
Melinda Smith, melindaquilts38@gmail.com  
Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Corinne Conlon, CConlon66@comcast.net 
Nelson Quilters 
Debbie Speilman, 
debbie.rick.speilman@gmail.com 
 
Quilting Lines - newsletter of the CAQG, 
Charlottesville Area Quilters Guild, 
is published four times a year following the 
CAQG Board meetings. Submissions 
deadline is one week after board meetings. 
Please send all submissions to the Editor via 
email: av4x@virginia.edu 
 
CAQG web site http://caqg.weebly.com 
 
Web Masters 
Jean Lightner-Norum,  
jean.lightner.norum@gmail.com 
Jessica Lemon, jmlemon14@gmail.com 

 
Charlottesville Area Quilters Guild 

(CAQG) 
 

The CAQG is an umbrella group serving quilters in the 
area surrounding Charlottesville, Virginia. CAQG meets 
four times yearly on the first Sunday of March, June, 
October and December. We sponsor a biennial quilt 
show and a yearly workshop plus special events 
throughout the year. The five chapters of CAQG meet 
as given below. There are currently 139 members and 
membership is open to all. If you have questions about 
membership in CAGQ or would like to join the guild 
contact membership chair Kirsten Niemann, 
kniemann@mac.com or complete the membership form 
found on the new CAQG web site, 
http://caqg.weebly.com, and mail it to the address given 
on the form. 

 
Chapter Meetings 

 
 
Crozet Quilters 
2nd & 4th Monday 10-12 
Tabor Presbyterian Church 
5804 Tabor Street, Crozet. 
 
Moonlighters 
2nd & 4th Wednesday 6:30-8:30 
Zoom and in person, location TBD 
 
Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Every Tuesday 10-12 
Aldersgate Methodist Church 
 
Nelson Quilters 
1st & 3rd Monday 7-9pm 
Calvary Baptist Church, Lovingston, VA 
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Chapter News 

 
Crozet Quilters – Adrienne Granitz – The Crozet Chapter began meeting in person at Tabor Presbyterian 
Church on May 10th. Meeting restrictions were full vaccination, wearing masks, and social distancing. But 
on May 24th following CDC guidelines the restrictions were removed, except for vaccinations, and we could 
sit together normally. 
A generous donation by one member’s sister provided us with quilt tops for several Hospice quilts and 
several wheelchair quilts for the MOW project. Our 2021 Quilt of Honor was presented to Lee Edgerton of 
American Legion Post 74 in May and we received a wonderful card from Lee thanking us for his gift. We 
finalized plans for our 2022 Quilt of Honor with most blocks already completed. There will not be a 2021 
Pillowcase Challenge, but we continue to collect any that are finished for the 2022 challenge. 
On June 14th and 28th, Becky Cohen will provide instruction on how to use watercolor pencils to create 
designs on fabric which resulted from a preview she offered of a project she and her sisters were doing. On 
July 12th, Betty Dietz will provide instruction on “Quilting on Your Home Machine” which had been planned 
prior to the pandemic. 
 
Moonlighters – Melinda Smith – Moonlighter’s have continued to meet via Zoom on our 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays.  Starting in June we will try a hybrid meeting schedule...2nd Wednesday Zoom, 4th 
Wednesday meeting in person at the home of one of our members (my house for June).  We are 
considering a few demos/workshops for our in-person meetings.  
Moonlighters enjoyed planning and carrying out this year’s virtual Spring Fest 2021 on May 1st. Thank you 
to Ellen and Moira MacAvoy for hosting the event while I was dealing with my mom’s health issues and out 
of town company. Emily Taylor had a great lecture and workshop. We are still in the process of giving away 
over 52 door prizes. Prize pickup options (including two raffle block drawings) will be sent to all recipients.  
Christmas in July: Mary Beth Bellah invites all Moonlighters and CAQG members to Christmas in July at her 
home on Saturday July 24th at 5:30 PM. It will be a “traditional” evening of food/ornament exchange. Please 
bring a dish to share and an ornament to be exchanged wrapped in a fat quarter (if you'd like to participate 
in the exchange). Mary Beth's address is 1855 Arrowhead Valley Rd Charlottesville VA. If climbing stairs is 
difficult, come along the side path to the left of the house and enter through the pub French door. 
 
Nelson Quilters – Debbie Speilman –Nelson Quilters have been meeting regularly this spring and have 
taken on several new projects and continued monthly technique lessons.  We recently donated several 
quilts to families that lost their homes in fires. Two new quilts are being made to replensh our “Quilts for 
the Community Stash”.  Mary Anne Stevens volunteered to pre-cut fabric and make block packets to 
distribute to members for one quilt called Shade Cascade. It uses 4 shades of 3 fabrics to make quarter 
Log Cabin Blocks. Block packets were distributed at the May 17th meeting. Volunteers have also been 
asked to make one block for an additional quilt. The blocks should measure 12 1/2” unfinished and consist 
of all or some of the colors blue, brown, tan and cream. Block pattern is the volunteer’s choice. These 
blocks will be collected at the June 7th meeting. In addition, the members were asked to donate lap quilts 
and placemats for the Meals on Wheels program in Amherst County, our neighboring county to the south. 
Our technique lessons have continued. Doris Delk has presented techniques for Appliquéing Hearts. Doris 
and Rose Thomas presented The Grandmother’s Flower Garden block. 
 
Tuesday Morning – Corinne Conlon – Tuesday AM members started meeting again at Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church on April 6, 2021! It is wonderful to talk to each other face-to-face and actually look at the 
quilts that have been made during these long, hard times. We have had an average of 12 members at each 
meeting. I believe that as the summer progresses, more members will feel comfortable in returning. 

June 2021 
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Workshops 
 

August 2021 In Person Lecture/Workshop 
 
I am happy to announce that there will be an in-person lecture on August 27 and a workshop on August 28 
both given by Julia Graves of Special Occasion Quilts (https://soquilts.com). 
Sewing since the age of ten, she has always loved fabric and sewing and needle arts in general and the 
whole creative process!  She did her apprenticeship as a quilter by making a quilt for each of her 35 nieces 
and nephews (she promised before she realized just how many there were)!  Each chose their colors 
greatly expanding her repertoire or schemes. She has been an Artist in Residence at Empty Spools 
Seminars at Asilomar, CA in 2019 and is booked for return in April 2022 as well as a virtual instructor at the 
Vermont Quilt Festival in 2021. 
 
Lecture, August 27, 2021 - Aldersgate UMC, 3:00 p.m.- 4 p.m., free to CAQG members 
Color Exploration will discuss how to select beautiful color combinations for your quilts and provide tips on 
how to fix color combinations that don’t just seem to be working.  It includes a slide show and trunk show 
illustrating classic color combinations and fascinating color illusions.   
 
Workshop, August 28, 2021 - Aldersgate UMC, 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m., workshop fee is $35.00 
Sewing machine required! 
Amazing Abstracts you will start with a base pattern of a starburst and add your own coloration and value 
choices. The design is gridded and blocks are foundation pieced using an easy sew and flip method with 
room for creativity and improvisation. Design principles and use of color will be discussed. 
 
Registration begins on July 1. Beginning July 1 e-mail me (genevram50@gmail.com) 
 to reserve your space at the lecture if you plan to attend. To reserve your space for the workshop, mail in 
your registration form along with your check to the address on the form by July 15. I will not hold 
reservations without a check or a check without a registration form. The registration form can be found at 
the end of the newsletter and on the website after June 21. 
 
October 2021 In Person Workshop 
 
A second in person workshop will be held in October with Teri Young and Kara Maso of Through the 
Needle's Eye (https://www.needleseyestories.com) 
Teri Young and Kara Mason have been stitching partners for 20 years, taking classes together and 
collaborating on numerous quilt projects. Together, Kara and Teri stitched blocks for Janice Vaine’s book, 
Embroidery and Patchwork Revisited. Both have a love for Baltimore Album-style stitching, and they 
embarked on a new quilt project, designing, and stitching A Fairy Tale Album exhibited at the International 
Quilt Festival in Houston and Chicago, The Festival of Quilts in Birmingham, England, and in the Mid-
Atlantic Quilt Festival in Hampton, Virginia. Teri and Kara began teaching in 2014, focusing on appliqué, 
embroidery, and ribbon work. They have lectured at guilds internationally, taught workshops for the 
Baltimore Appliqué Society, and have been teaching at the Academy of Appliqué in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
for the past five years. Their most recent quilt designs include In the Garden, Lovely Botanicals, Woodland 
Reverie, and their newest project, Village Wanderings introduced in Williamsburg in March. 
 
Workshop, Part 2 of Village Wanderings - Shoppes, October 15 and 16 at Ivy Creek. The pattern can 
be done in either wool or cotton.  Class fee (two, 6-hour days) will be $70 lunch included. For those who 
have wanted to try working with wool, this is your opportunity. The first day will be spent “building” your 
shoppe and the second day is devoted to embellishing using basic embroidery stitches. This is a new 
pattern/class which they will introduce in September 2021 at Baltimore on the Prairie. Complete details and 
registration form will be forthcoming later this month. Registration begins August 1. 
 
Questions?  Please contact Ginger Mirenda - genevram50@gmail.com  



 

  

 
Bright Star Quilts 

 
Thank you everyone for providing 234 quilts for each of the Bright Students in Albemarle County and the two 
preschool classes at Clarke Elementary School in the city for the coming school year. A job very well done!! 
And a special thank you to Mona Houle, Ron Smith, and Shelby Cosgrove for the many tops you have 
quilted, amazing. Also, kudos to the persons who have collected, stored and delivered the quilts to the 
schools; Janet Saulsbury, Susie Porter, Corinne Conlon, Ann Robertson, Ron Smith, Julie Farrell, Judy 
Lesiak and Kris Cushman. Carol Fox, Bright Star Coordinator, recently wrote “Please express my gratitude 
to everyone for this most treasured partnership!” 
 
Thinking ahead to next year, we have already started collecting quilts. Many members make a number of 
quilts and it is nice to be able to have extra books on hand to match with these quilts. If you are able to 
collect preschool books at yard or library sales, please do so. My book club makes a donation of books each 
year, perhaps yours could do the same. All the books must appear to be new and certainly age appropriate 
 
Karen Horridge 
Community Quilts 

June 2021 

 
Meals on Wheels 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS: Volunteer Coordinator Needed! 
The CAQG provides lap quilts for many adults who receive services from Meals on Wheels. These donated 
quilts are used as a special birthday surprise for selected clients. The quilts warm the body and the soul and 
are very much appreciated by their recipients. The Charlottesville/Albemarle organization serves 
approximately 250 clients. 
 
At the very least, the new volunteer coordinator would collect the quilts and deliver them to the MOW office 
on Rosehill Drive.  This responsibility includes making sure that the quilts have been washed and meet the 
other stated specifications. However, it might be useful to re-evaluate the specifications and work with the 
organization to find out how to best help them serve their clients’ needs. 
 
Meals on Wheels Quilt Specifications 
Lap size quilts are very flexible! They should be no smaller than 30" by 30" and no larger than 40" by 50". 
The smaller ones are great for clients in wheelchairs. Quilts may be tied. Flannel backs are nice, so quilts 
don’t slip off laps. Many of the patterns in the Bright Star document are suitable for these quilts. Please think 
about some masculine quilts. There are some fine gentlemen out there who would love a quilt. 
 
Quilts NEED to be washed before being given to the contact for Meals on Wheels. Make sure that there has 
been no bleeding of colors, make sure the binding is secure, and trim off all threads. Please label your quilt 
using one of those provided by the guild or one that you make. 
 
Although lap quilts are the most cherished, other small handmade items would also be appreciated. Mug 
rugs, wheelchair bags, 2 placemats with napkins are some ideas.  Please make sure that these are easy 
to launder too. 
 
Please contact Janet Saulsbury (janetsaulsbury@gmail.com) for questions and/or wish to volunteer. 
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Meals on Wheels 

Update 
 

Fifteen quilts and a few miscellaneous items were delivered to Meals on Wheels in April.  Currently I have 11 
lap quilts and I would like to deliver these quilts on June 28 or thereabouts.  If you have a quilt ready to go, 
please contact me at janetsaulsbury@gmail.com to arrange a pickup/drop off. Thanks to those of you who 
have given me quilts. They are all very nice - and washed and labeled appropriately! 
 
Thank you, 
Janet Saulsbury 

 
Schedule for Future Fests and Hosts 

 
Fall 2021:  Nelson Quilters 
Spring 2022:  Crozet Quilters 
Fall 2022:  Moonlighters 
Spring 2023:  Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Fall 2023:  Nelson Quilters 
Spring 2024  Crozet Quilters 
Fall 2024  Moonlighters 
Spring 2025  Tuesday Morning Quilters 
Fall 2025  Nelson Quilters 
 

 

 
Fiber and Stitch Art Collective 

 
In May our “Inspired by Van Gogh” exhibit was hosted successfully by Westminster Canterbury of the Blue 
Ridge. 
 
FASC members are working on three different challenges for future exhibits. The “Rock, Pebble, and Stone 
exhibit is scheduled to open at the Indoor Biotechnologies Space in October. The “Resilience of Humanity” 
exhibit will be shown some time in 2022 with no firm date yet. The “Gauguin Tahiti Paintings: Inspiration” is 
scheduled for September of 2022 at Studio IX. 
 
At the May meeting attendees showed quilts they have finished for one of the upcoming exhibits. Several artists 
brought works in progress and the group discussed techniques and suggestions for some of the pieces. Several 
members reported on workshops they had attended recently, both on-line and in person. 
 
The group also discussed traveling to several upcoming shows: The Quilt National at the Dairy Barn in Athens, 
Ohio, the current shows at the Virginia Quilt Museum, and the 2022 Houston Quilt Festival. 
 
The Fiber and Stitch Art Collective meets at 2 p.m., in person, usually the third Sunday of the month at the 
Charlottesville Waldorf school pavilion. For more information contact Jane Fellows at 
dancingdeer.fellows@gmail.com 
 
Ann Robertson  
on behalf of FSAC 
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Virginia Quilt Museum 

Updates 
 
Visit the VQM website for information on all events as well as current and future exhibits at 
https://www.vaquiltmuseum.org 
 
Workshops and Events 
 
Introduction to Hand Quilting Two Classes: Morning and Afternoon 
Sunday, August 8, 2021, 10 AM to 12 PM and 1 PM to 3 PM. 
 
Do you want to learn to quilt? No sewing experience necessary! Taught be VQM Board Member Joan Dreyer. 
This adult, beginners, class will teach you the basic technique of the “running stitch.” You will work on a small 
sample in the class that, once completed, you may finish as a pillow top on your own. All supplies are 
provided, so just bring yourself. This class will be limited to eight people per session. This class is $35 and 
sold through Eventbrite 
 
Quilt Evaluation Day: Friday, July 23 at 12pm to 4 pm and Saturday, July 24, 2021 at 10 AM to 4PM  
During these private sessions with quilt historian Barbara Garrett, you will learn about the history of your quilt  
 
Dimensional Flowers with Mimi Dietrich Two-Part Class: Saturday, September 18 and 25, 2021, 1:00 
PM to 2:30 PM 
 
Join Baltimore Quilter, Mimi Dietrich for this fun-filled VIRTUAL class. Students will construct a small, 
gathered blossom and a large, gathered flower using ruching techniques. The flowers will be made as 
samples of techniques that can later be used to create dimensional flowers in applique designs, or to 
substitute for flowers in existing patterns. 
 
25th Anniversary Celebration: Saturday, October 9, 2021, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  
 
In 2020, the Virginia Quilt Museum turned 25! We were unable to celebrate last year due to COVID-19, so we 
rescheduled our celebration.  
 
Join us at 1:00 PM EST to celebrate our belated birthday! During this event, you will hear interviews from past 
and present Executive Directors, the makers of the Virginia Tourism Corporation love quilt, and Jeffery 
Evans, with his presentation on Virginia textiles. 
 
All interviews are conducted by Author, designer, YouTuber, and host of the largest quilt group on Facebook, 
Pat Sloan. 
 
Tickets are free for this event and you can reserve your spot now through Eventbrite! 
 



Registration Form CAQG 2021 August Workshop 

Featuring Julia Graves 
 

Name _____________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________ 

Email   ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Please enroll me in  

_______ Amazing Abstracts August 28    $35.00  CAQG Member 
 

_______ Amazing Abstracts August 28    $45.00  Non-Member 
 

Please send this completed form and a check for the required amount by July 15, 2021 

to: 
 

Ginger Mirenda 

353 Winding Road 

Keswick, VA 22947 
 

Please email questions to genevram50@gmail.com 
 


